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“ fo the Honorable He Ae We Skeen, 


Judge of the Circuit Court of Lee County, Virginia. 


Your orator, The Seuthwest Virginia Mineral Land Co. 

a Virginia corporation, humbly complaining, would show unto 
your Honor that it is the owner in fee simple, and is in ac- 
tual possession of, a tract of land located in Lee County on 
Wallen's Ridge and Powell's Mountain and the waters of Love- 
lady Creek containing 87-1/4 acres, more or less, which is 
bounded and deseribed as follows, to-wit: Beginning at a 
stake where the east line of the tract conveyed June 28th, 
1887, by I B, Fr, Mills & others to the Southwest Virginia 
Mineral Land Co. interseets the line of the land belonging to 
the heirs of Samuel Ward, deceased, known as the ee farm, 
thenee 5, 67 We 225 poles to a stake; thence s, 355 E. 76 poles 
to a stake on the line of the original B, F, Habern 2,000 acre 
tract; thence with said line te 49 Ee 164 poles to a rock in 
Lovelady Creek, comer to the tract conveyed June 28th, 1887, 
by Ie B, F, Mills & others to the Southwest Virginia Mineral 
Land Coe, said line passing at 26 poles a maple & chestnut on 
the south side of a spur, corner to said tract; thence with 
the line of said last mentioned tract due north to the Beginn- 
ing, Containing 87-1/4 acres, more or Seis 

Your orator acquired title to 63 acres of this land by 
deed from Ie Be P, Mills & wife and C, Slemp & wife, mebuiba 
June 28th, 1887, and recorded in Lee County De B, 22, Pe 580, 


which deed conveys a boundary of 284 acres, more or less, in= 


cluding said 63 aere tract, It acquired the title to the re- 


mainder of said tract, to-wit, 24-1/4 acres by deed from Bar- 


ton Myers & wife and James We Gerow & wife, dated the 20th day 





ws $ 
R. T. IRVINE, Attorney at Law, BIG STONE GAP, VA. 
_ 
of February, 1893, and recorded in Lee County Ds B ——) | aa 
conveying to your orator a tract of 288 acres, more or less, 
whieh includes said 24-1/4 acres. Said two tracts of land so 
eonveyed to your orator are adjoining tracts, and your orator 
and those through whom it claims have had the whole of said 
tracts in actual, adverse, open and exclusive possession for 
a long period of time, to-wit, for more than fifty vearec 
At the second February rules, 1893, for the Circuit Court 

of Lee County, your orator filed a bill in chancery against 
Nelson waste tert, Catherine Lunsford, John rnin Mary Ward, 
widow of Wins Ae 3, Ward, dece'd., Lila M., Melvin K., Dolly M. 
and Willie Kate Ward, children and heirs-at-law of the said 
Wns A, Ie Ward, who had died i cage ah lie De Ward, admr. of 
the estate of ane Wme As I Ward, Ie Ie C, Flanary, Fe S. 
Flanary, Charles He Flanary, Trustee, Barton Myers and Jas. W. 
Gerow, in whieh bill your orator set out in full its chain of 
title to the said two tracts of land, alleging that said title 
was the best title thereto, and that your orator was in the 
actual possession of said land, but that the aforesaid Luns- 
‘fords and Wards were claiming the 87~-1/4 acres of land in con- 
troversy by reason of an overlap upon the said two tracts, 
owned by your orator, by the title papers of one Samel Ward, 
deceased, who had died intestate, leaving several children as 
his heirs-at-law, two of whom were the said Catherine Lunsford 
and Vin, Ae J. Ward; that said children and heirs-at-law had 
made partition by suit in the Lee Circuit Court for that pur 


pose of the lands inherited by them from their intestate, and 


that the said 87-1/4 acres of disputed land had been assigned 


to the said Catherine Lunsford and Wm A. J. Ward, and that 
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they were claiming the same ad- 


‘versely to your orator, and were entering upon said lands, | 


‘eutting timber therefrom and committing numerous and unware- 
ranted acts of trespass, The object of that suit was to quiet 
title to the said 87-1/4 acres of land and to have reseinded 
and set aside various conveyances fart purported to invest an 
adverse 
_title thereto in the said Ward heirs. oo bill further set 
forth a deed of trust from said tin, he i. Ward & wife to 
Charles H, Flanary, Trustee for the benefit * Ie Ie G, & He s, 
Planary, conveying all of said disputed land. 
All the defendants in said suit were served with personal 

service of process. The four above nemed children of Win. hed. 
Ward, deceased, who were infants, answered by their guardian 


ad litem, the said Myers and Gerow answered under oath, sup- 


porting the allegations of the bill, and the bill was taken 


for confessed as to the other said defendants, and a decree 
was entered in said cause at the Mareh term, to-wit, Mareh 
llth, 1893, of the Cireuit Court for Lee County, quieting the 
title of your orator in and to said lands, and rescinding and 
setting aside all the deeds and other papers mentioned in the 
bill and proceedings which purported to invest an adverse 
title to said land in the said Ward chee Your orator files 
a certified copy of said decree of March llth, 1895, herewith 
as “Exhibit 1%, and it refers to the entire file of papers in 
gaid cause of Southwest Virginia Mineral Land Cos vee Nelson 
Lunsford, et ale, whieh file of papers is filed in the Lee 
County Cireuvit Court Clerk's Office among the decided causes 
of this court, and prays that said record be read and consid- 


ered as a part hereof, said decree of March, 1893, being the 
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final decree in said cenine 
Your orator will now show unto your Honor, asx as is set 
out in the aforesaid eause of your orator vie Nelson Lunsford, 


et ale, the said Wm, A. J. Ward conveyed all of his right, 


title and interest in and to the said 87 =—1/4. acres of land to 


4 ¢ 


C. H. Flanary, Trustee, to secure J» Je Ce Flanary and Es Se 
Flanary in eertain sums of money, which deed of trust is filed 
in the aforesaid cause as an exhibit. On the 2sHaay of Sep- 
tember, 1893, which was after the aforesaid decree of March 
llth, 1893, the said c, He Flanary, Trustee, made sale of all 
of said land which had been conveyed to him to one David Mere- 
dith, including all the interest of the said trustee in and - 
all the satd land in controversy, and a deed was thereupon 
made by the said trustee to said Meredith, which deed was duly 


recorded in Lee County D. Be <J peSSB, and a certified copy 


thereof is herewith Biled as “Exhibit No.2", which is prayed 


to be read as a part hereof. Said deed on its face recites 
that the said disputed traet of land was claimed by 0. Slemp 
and others, and the conveyance to the said Meredith was made 
subject to said swine Your orator charges that the said re- 
cital in said deed refers to the controversy between your 
orator and the said Nelson Lunsford and others, who were de- 
fendants in said suit, as your orator claims the said lands 
through said C, Slemp and siete Your orator has had actual 
possession of said disputed strip, as well as the. remainder of 
its said lands, from March, 1895, and long prior thereto, to 
the present time, and is now in the actual possession of said 


disputed strip, having tenants thereon and otherwise having 


and performing all the acts incident to the actual possession 
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of real sade It is advised and it charges that the said 
Meredith did not acquire, and eould not acquire, any rights 
whatever as against your orator by virtue of the said deed 
from Flanary, Trustee, to Slee Yet, notwithstanding this fact 
‘the said Meredith, who now lives upon and owns the adjoining 
tract of land, being the residue of the said tract so conveyed 


to him by the said Flanary, Trustee, is laying claim to the 


said g4-1/4 acresstrip of land and is threatening to take pos- 


sesston thereof and to put tenants thereon, and to fence it up 
and himself to adquire it ky and do all the acts of general 
ownership and sibianert ihe Your orator is advised that the 
aforesaid deeree of Mareh 11th, 1893, which was not appealed 


all 
from, became binding upon_the parties to said suit, including 


the said C. H. Flanary, Trustee, and the said Ie I C, Flanary 
and B, S, Flanary, the beneficiaries of said trust deed, and 
all persons claiming by, through or under them, which includes 
the said biseatths Notwithstanding the illegality of said 
claim, your orator is advised that the said deed from the said 
trustee to the said Meredith constitutes a cloud upon its 
title which it is entitled to have renoved by a court of equi- 
tye 

WHEREFORE, the prayer of your orator ist that the said 
‘David Meredith be made a party defendant to this bill end be 
required to answer the same but not on oath, as that is waived — 
that at the hearing hereof your Honor will enter a decree an- 
nulling, reseinding and setting aside the conveyance from CH. 
Flanary, Trustee, to the said David Meredith in so far as the 


game affects your orator’s said lands, and will enjoin and 


restrain the said Meredith perpetually, and all parties claim~ 
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ing by, through or under him, from setting up any claim to the 
saia tract of land, and from doing any acts of ownership or 
possession in connection therewith; and for such other, fur 
ther and general relief as to.equity may seem meet and the | 
nature of its cause may require, your orator will ever pyay 


&C eo 
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hee Cireuit Court 


Southwest Virginia Mineral Land Company, 
V8 DECREE: 


David Meredith. 


This cause coming on this day:to. be heard upon the bill 
of complaint and exhibits filed therewith, was argued by coun- 
re And it appearing that the defendant David Meredith was 
duly served with process and that this cause was properly m- 
tured as to him, and that he failed to answer at the first 
August rules last pursuant to the permission by an order ent-~ 
ered in this cause at the last June term, and still failing to 
appear to plead, answer or demur, this cause is taken for con- 
fessed as to bins Whereupon, it is adjudged, ordered and de- 
-¢reed that the prayer of the plaintiff's bill be granted, and 

Us the said plaintiff be quieted to the title to the land in con- 
troversy, being the 87-1/4 acres of land situated in Lee Co. 
on Wallen‘'s Ridge and Powell's Mtns and the waters of Lovelady 
Creek, bounded and dese ri bed as follows, to-wit: Beginning at 


a stake where the east line of the tract conveyed June 28th, 


1887, by J, B, Fe Mills & others to the Southwest Virginia 


Mineral and Co. intersects the line of the land belonging to 
the heirs of Pane Ward, deceased, known as the Roach fam, 
thence e Ss, 67 W, 225 poles to a stake; thence S, 35 i 76 poles 
to a stake on the line of the original B. F, Habern 2,000 acre 
tract; thence with said line Ne 49 Ke 164 poles to a rock in 
Lovelady Preaek, corner to the tract conveyed June 23th, 1887, 
by Se B. %, Mills & others to the Southwest Virginia Mineral 
Land Cos, Said line passing at 26 poles a maple & chestnut on 


the south side of a spur, corner to said tract; thence with 
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the line of said last mentioned tract due north to the Beginn- 
ing; and to that end the deed, a copy of which is filed as ex- 
hibit 2 with the plaintiff's bill, being the deed dated the 


25th day of September, 1893, from C. H. Flanary, Trustee, to 


David Meredith, recorded in Lee County D. B. 28, p-. 582, be, 


and the same is hereby, rescinded, annulled and set aside in 
so far as the same affects said land in controversy; and the 
said David Meredith,iis agents, servants and employees and all 
parties claiming by, through or under him are hereby enjoined 
and restrained from setting up any claim to the said tract of 
Jand under and by virtue of the aforesaid deed from Flanary, 
Trustee, to said Meredith, and from exercising any acts of 
ownership or possession over said land, and the plaintiff 
shall recover its costs from the said dvberAant. And it ap- 
pearing that nothing further remains to be done herein, it is 


ordered that this cause be stricken from the docket. 
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[Receipt to be given where lind is redeemed. | 


OFFICE OF THE TREASURER OF THE 


SAIS. mh oe a ee i Se 


5 19S 


Received of.- 
on account of the redemption ae bee TAH. _..land returned delinquent for the non-payment 
of Taxes and County Levies by the Treasurer of... ee Pe ll Aa A a _ Se ap fO7 tie ean 


= 


Py is Acres as follows: 


State Tax, 

County Levies for all purposes, 
Commissions, 

I:xpenses of sale, 


p 


, 


@ Loar. aay, Treasurer. 
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Che Commonwealth of WMirqinia, 


To the Sheriff of the County of Lee, Greeting: 


wR 08a ake w me nen enn eennnns a ee le teeter ee ee eee ek ke es ere omy 


to appear at the Clerk’s office of the Circuit Court of the County of Lee, at the rules to be held 
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